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What you need to know … in 3 easy steps



Copyright is a form of Intellectual Property.

Copyright owners have exclusive economic rights with regard to:
 Reproduction - photocopying, scanning, downloading, 

recording
 Communication making it available online, sending via

email
 Publication distributing copies for sale
 Adapting or translating the work
 Playing or Performing in public

Definition of Copyright 
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1. Application for Candidacy

2. Copyright and Release of Thesis for Examination

3. Submission of Digital Thesis Form

 Thesis contains no material infringing the copyright of 
another person(s). 

 Permission where necessary has been obtained to 
reproduce /communicate third party material in Thesis.
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Step 1: Curtin copyright obligations



Application for Candidacy
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Source: http://research.curtin.edu.au/postgraduate/current-students/forms/ retrieved 14/09/16

http://research.curtin.edu.au/postgraduate/current-students/forms/
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Source: http://research.curtin.edu.au/postgraduate/current-students/forms/ retrieved 14/09/16

Copyright & Release of Thesis for Examination

http://research.curtin.edu.au/postgraduate/current-students/forms/


Submission of Digital Theses

Source: http://research.curtin.edu.au/postgraduate/current-students/forms/ retrieved 14/09/16

http://research.curtin.edu.au/postgraduate/current-students/forms/


 When are permissions necessary?

 Copying third party material for personal research

 Reproducing third party material in thesis

 Communicating third party material in thesis

 Terms of publisher agreement?

 What rights have you assigned?

 What rights have you retained?
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Step 2: Meeting copyright obligations



Copying material for personal research
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‘Fair Dealing’ exception
OK to copy a ‘reasonable portion’ for the purpose of your own 
research or study; or criticism or review.

Copying limits:
 Books – 10% of words or one chapter.
 Journals – 1 article per issue.
 Anthology – a work up to 15 pages.
 Images – in their entirety unless commercially sold.
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 Including copyright material in HDR thesis is reproduction

 Submitting your thesis into espace is communicating material 
within the public sphere

 The rights of reproduction and communication are reserved by 
the owner of the copyright material. 

 Bottom line is you will almost always require permission from
the copyright holder UNLESS the material falls into one of the
following categories:

Reproducing & communicating copyright material



Step 2: When permissions aren’t necessary …
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You DO NOT need additional permissions for the following:
 Brief quotations 

 Short extracts of text or images subject to critical commentary
or analysis - this use is permitted under the ‘fair dealing’ provisions for 
criticism or review in the Copyright Act.

 Curtin material - be mindful of confidential or sensitive content

 Public domain material  

 Open licence material - be mindful of open licence terms

 Permitted by website terms & conditions – default is All Rights
Reserved
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Source: http://www.aihw.gov.au/copyright/ retrieved 30/03/2017

Example: Open Licence Material

http://www.aihw.gov.au/copyright/
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You generally REQUIRE additional permissions for the following:
 Substantial amounts of text or content protected by copyright

 Such as images, photographs, graphs, diagrams, illustrations, cartoons,  
tables, questionnaires, video clips, screen shots, etc.

 Commercial products
 Web content 

 Look for Copyright Information link

 Letters & other material not made publicly available
 Research Data Sets

If you are unsure whether you are allowed to reproduce 
material, it is safer to seek permission!

Step 2: When permissions are necessary …
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Example: CSIRO Material 

Source: https://www.csiro.au/en/About/Footer/Copyright retrieved 30/03/2017

https://www.csiro.au/en/About/Footer/Copyright


 Terms of publisher agreements

 What rights have you assigned?

 What rights have you retained?

 SHERPA/RoMEO http://sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/index.php

 How Can I Share it?  http://www.howcanishareit.com/
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Step 2:  Permissions & publisher agreements

http://sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/index.php
http://www.howcanishareit.com/


What rights have you retained as an author?
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 Read the terms & conditions of the contract or 
publishing agreement you signed with the publisher.

 Check what rights you assigned to the publisher and 
what rights you retained as the author.

 There are a wide range of terms in publisher 
agreements. 

 Author may retain right to deposit a particular version of 
the article into espace. 

 Publisher may impose an embargo period and require 
content to be removed and replaced with DOI links.



Which version can be deposited in espace?
Source: http://library.curtin.edu.au/help/faq/espace/

retrieved 30/03/2017

http://library.curtin.edu.au/help/faq/espace/


Comply with attribution requirements

 The publisher agreement may have particular 
attribution requirements.

 To avoid the risk of self plagiarism you must 
acknowledge and reference the published version.

 Even if you have modified or adapted content from a 
prior publication, you may still need permission to 
reuse.



Misplaced publishing agreement?
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1. Sherpa‐Romeo http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/index.php
provides information on publisher’s standard 
copyright policies. 
 This includes information on: 
 whether you can deposit an article into a 

repository (espace) 
 which version of the article may be deposited
 embargo periods

2. View the journal’s online permission information or
contact Publisher directly.

http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/index.php


Source: http://sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/search.php?source=journal&sourceid=12527&la=en&fIDnum=|&mode=simple retrieved 30/03/2017

http://sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/search.php?source=journal&sourceid=12527&la=en&fIDnum=|&mode=simple


Source: http://sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/search.php?source=journal&sourceid=12527&la=en&fIDnum=|&mode=simple retrieved 30/03/2017

Source: https://www.elsevier.com/about/our-business/policies/sharing retrieved 13/03/2018

http://sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/search.php?source=journal&sourceid=12527&la=en&fIDnum=|&mode=simple
https://www.elsevier.com/about/our-business/policies/sharing


Step 3: Seeking Copyright Permission
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 Consider what third‐party copyright material you plan to include
in your thesis when you commence your research.

 Allow plenty of time to seek permission.
 Specify material you want to use and for what purpose.
 Be aware that a copyright owner may charge a fee or ask you to

sign a licence agreement.
 Ensure permissions are in writing and you retain a copy. 
 Comply with any conditions imposed by the copyright owner in

the permission.
 Always acknowledge sources of any copyright material used.



Step 3: Seeking Copyright Permission
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 Seek permission via:
 RightsLink via published journal article
 Online permission form on Publisher’s website
 Permission letter template



Seeking copyright permission: RightsLink
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Source: http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com.dbgw.lis.curtin.edu.au/doi/10.1002/pbc.26364/full retrieved 30/03/2017

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com.dbgw.lis.curtin.edu.au/doi/10.1002/pbc.26364/full


Seeking copyright permission - RightsLink
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Source: http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com.dbgw.lis.curtin.edu.au/doi/10.1002/pbc.26364/full
retrieved 30/03/2017

Seeking copyright permission: RightsLink

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com.dbgw.lis.curtin.edu.au/doi/10.1002/pbc.26364/full


Source:
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com.dbgw.lis.curtin.edu.au
/doi/10.1002/pbc.26364/full retrieved 30/03/2017

Seeking copyright permission: RightsLinkSeeking copyright permission: RightsLink

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com.dbgw.lis.curtin.edu.au/doi/10.1002/pbc.26364/full
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Source:
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com.dbgw.lis.curtin.edu.au
/doi/10.1002/pbc.26364/full retrieved 30/03/2017

Seeking copyright permission: RightsLink

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com.dbgw.lis.curtin.edu.au/doi/10.1002/pbc.26364/full


Seeking copyright permission: Letter Template
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Sample Permission Request letter:  
http://copyright.curtin.edu.au/research/higher-degree-theses/
 Specify subject of research and the details of use.
 Clear description of specific material/extract to be used.
 Request written permission form be completed & returned.
 Keep a copy of the permission for your records.
 Comply with stipulated conditions.

http://copyright.curtin.edu.au/research/higher-degree-theses.cfm


Unable to obtain permission?
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If you are unable to obtain permission to reproduce the material 
you have the following options:
 Remove the copyright material from the thesis and direct 

readers to the publisher version by including the Digital Object
Identifier (DOI) link to the paper.

 Request an exemption or a time embargo for the 
portion of material you do not have permission to reproduce 
when depositing your thesis into espace. 

 Permanent exemptions require approval through the Associate
Deputy Vice‐Chancellor, Research Training.



Lastly … implications for future publications
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 Considering publishing an article based on your 
thesis?  Keep the following in mind:
 Be transparent with publisher if content already 

available online through espace
 Some journals may view inclusion of content in 

institutional repository as a form of “publishing”
 Consider requesting a time embargo when 

depositing thesis to espace to avoid the possibility 
of redundant publication
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Four points to takeaway …

1. Plan early in your research for permissions

2. Read and keep any publishing agreements

3. Visit Copyright at Curtin website 
http://copyright.curtin.edu.au

4. Complete the HDR Online 
Training Module
http://assets.library.curtin.edu.au/copyright/hdr/ 

http://copyright.curtin.edu.au/
http://assets.library.curtin.edu.au/copyright/hdr/


• Copyright website http://copyright.curtin.edu.au and  
http://copyright.curtin.edu.au/research/higher-degree-theses/

• Copyright for HDR Students Online Training Module
http://assets.library.curtin.edu.au/copyright/hdr/ 

• Copyright Guide for Higher Degree Theses 
http://copyright.curtin.edu.au/resources/

• Open Access and espace http://libguides.library.curtin.edu.au/open-access

• espace http://library.curtin.edu.au/help/faq/espace/

• New to Research http://libguides.library.curtin.edu.au/new-to-research

• Thesis Examination and Submission Checklist 
http://library.curtin.edu.au/about/thesis-checklist
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Further information – Useful websites

http://copyright.curtin.edu.au/
http://copyright.curtin.edu.au/research/higher-degree-theses/
http://assets.library.curtin.edu.au/copyright/hdr/
http://copyright.curtin.edu.au/resources/
http://libguides.library.curtin.edu.au/open-access
http://library.curtin.edu.au/help/faq/espace/
http://libguides.library.curtin.edu.au/new-to-research
http://library.curtin.edu.au/about/thesis-checklist
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• Library Copyright Team Library-Copyright@curtin.edu.au

• Library espace Team espace@curtin.edu.au

• Faculty Librarians http://library.curtin.edu.au/about/organisational-
structure/staff/faculty-librarians.cfm

Further information – Useful contacts

mailto:Library-Copyright@curtin.edu.au
mailto:espace@curtin.edu.au
http://library.curtin.edu.au/about/organisational-structure/staff/faculty-librarians.cfm
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